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Cut-price 'copies’ of catwalk
clothes made the chain ruler
of the high street. But legal
battles may stop their sale

Imr..,
and Danny Fortson
owner of Pri The ot

copying of their lines. Both
cases were settled out of
court; Primark paid out
£2?.000inaseu1emem re-

toaM and

of Primark,
transformed the British
street, could have been for-
given for raising a glass of
champagne at his head-
quarters in Dublin last
week. The news was good.

After consistently out-
Eﬂmgﬂseompewm;m

e past three years, it was
revealed that Primark was
part of agrowing trend for
cheap clothes that has seen
one pound in every four
spentonfashionintheUK
going to low-end retailers.

But Arthur Ryan, who has
refused to give interviews
for 30 years and has never
been seen by some long-
standing employees, may
not be celebrating for long.
Lawyers are circling.

A landmark ruling last
month could herald the end
to catwalk fashion at high
street prices and lead toa
series of law suits against
the likes of Primark and
Topshop, whose clothes
often bearstriki.ug resem-
blance to desi fashi

dress, But with the new rul-

high ing, companies could sue

for higher damages.

Thayne Forbes, L'Oréal's
expert witness in the case
asamarketing analyst, said

ti:eunplmﬁnmofthenﬂ- ﬁ

ing in the fashion world .

panies that are sailing '
bit close to the wind wil
now have to be care

'I'hedmdmglineas Ol

whntpeoplemlght hink

is all right has shifted
quite alot. It will now be
more difficult to copy,
[dmgm] legally. Cloth-
ing baarsspeuﬁcat £
tributes and similaritie
to other designs are
more of a problem than,
they used to be, particu-
larly in the high street.

Mark Shillito, a trade- [

mark lawyer at Herbert
Smith, agreed: “There will

bethosewhotrylonselh:s‘

case to broaden the princi-
plesinto other areas.” The
effects could be catastrophic

The UK )udge ruled in
favour of cosmetics com-
pany L'Oréal which claimed
that the Belgium firm Bel-
lure was copying its brand
by pmducmg smell alike”

perfumes that

aged to look h.ke L'Oréal.
Mr Ryan could be forced
out of the shadows of the
fashion industry if Primark
faces a court case over its
designs. The company al-
ready had to defend itself
against allegations of copy-
ing designs. Last year,

Monsoon and H&M took epl

Primark to court for alleged

for the fashi mfiustry,

susceptible. “That is exactly
what [the big retailers] are
of what they see on the cat-
walk to the shop floor as
soon as possible.
“Companies have people
advising them daily on how
close to the line they can
gve{ without crossing it.”
mdmh'ymoesmd.
“The ruling is ground-
breaking in that has gone
beyond previous rulings.
But fashion is by its nature

It takes little more than

a week for a key look on

the catwalk to be repli-
cated for a third of the

labour costs are chea
which enables the hi
street stores to sell fash-
ion at bargain prices.
The company’s remar-
kable success has not been
at the hands of a major
publicity drive, but has
come despite its owner
shunning the limelight.
Primark sales £lbn

last yea.r. Cheap is sud-

Samh!-lnms, Vogue
tures writer, md. “Itisn't
just about the prices.

- really good catwalk
¥ copies, possibly the
best out there. Take the
naval jacket for example.
The detailing is absolutely
right - the buttons, piping,
the ruching at the back.”
According to Grazia
magazine's Paula Read,
even fashion editors can
be found comparing notes
on Primark’s latest offer-
ings. “I find fashion edi-
tors in Milan talking about
Primark, which is kind of

Additional reporting by
lan Griggs

Th.esea.reu en really,

. lavina Hyiton

)

)




